
December 2016 

Dec 3rd 5-8pm Family Advent Night 
Dec 4th Noon  UMW Christmas   
                                    Open House 
Dec 4th 7-8pm Youth Advent 
                                    Prayer Stations 
Dec 10th 10-2pm    Annual Cookie Walk 
Dec 17th 7pm  “The Christmas Story”                                                      
     Cantata 
  5-7pm TUMC Live Nativity 
Dec 18th 10:45 “The Christmas Story” 
                                         Cantanta 
Dec 23rd 7pm  Christmas Eve Eve 
                                         Narrative 
Dec 24th 4:00pm Christmas Eve 
                                   Children’s Service 
Dec 24th 7pm  Christmas Eve Service 
Dec 24th 9pm  Christmas Eve Service 

The Good word 
LOVING GOD       LOVING ONE ANOTHER       LOVING OUR  WORLD 

 

Christmas Schedule Worship Services: 

9:00 am Informal  

10:45am Traditional 

Every Sunday 

 

1690 Riedel Road 

Crofton, MD 21114 

410.721.9129 

cumc@cumc.net 

www.cumc.net 
https:www.facebook.com/

CUMC.Crofton 

 

Pastor Stan Cardwell 
scardwell@cumc.net 



Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called,  
them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

– Romans 8:30 
 

November 2010 message from the UMC Council of Bishops: 
“We, the bishops of The United Methodist Church, feel compelled to renew our commitment 
to work to become the beloved community of Christ. We, as a Council, desire to deal with 
the crucial issues of racism and the sacredness of every human being. Therefore, as the 
spiritual and administrative leaders of the church, we issue an urgent call to the whole 
people of God, lay and clergy: to speak the truth in love in public and private discourse, to 
act with compassion, and to work for peace with justice in the world. 
In order to transform the world, in faithfulness to Christ’s command, we must model respect 
and kindness and extinguish the fires of animosity. And thus, we call on all churches to 
engage in genuinely honest dialogue and respectful conversation, such that others who 
observe the action in our lives might declare, ‘See how they love each other!’ 
As people of faith, we are charged to build the beloved community because Christ has 
broken down the dividing walls and ended the hostilities between us. Yet, we continue to 
build walls in the church and the world which separate us and cause our hearts to grieve. 
On the continent of Africa and in many parts of Asia, including the Middle East, the 
Philippines and India, the historical and contemporary impact of colonialism, racism, 
tribalism, hostility and religious persecution continue to affect human relationships. The 
challenge in the Philippines is to break down the barriers between mainline society and 
tribal peoples. Meeting this challenge will accord equal rights such as land possession and 
free education for all. 
By nature, colonialism in Africa thrives on hostile, violent and demeaning human 
relationships. Racism and tribalism cut deep wounds, not in one’s flesh and blood, but also 
on the soul and the spirit. These gaping wounds leave permanent scars. 
In Europe racism is a growing issue, with political parties openly working against minority, 
ethnic and religious communities. Prejudice is overly articulated in the media, in politics 
and even in churches. 
Throughout the United States, there has been a rapid escalation of violence related to race, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation and religious preference. This escalation includes personal 
attacks, bullying and vicious and criminal acts of violence to the mind, body and spirit of 
persons. These actions diminish life for victims and their families, as well as for the 
perpetrators and the whole community. They are the ultimate, insidious and irreverent 
attacks on the sacredness of God-given life. 
Across the world, terrorism – as demonstrated by wanton acts of violence against innocent 
persons – leaves a trail of loss of life, limb, home and community. Discriminatory treatment 
is widely practiced against immigrants and refugees everywhere around the world. All of 
this creates a universal atmosphere of suspicion, mistrust and fear. Often this is the result of 
religious persecution of various faith communities, including Christians, which threatens the 
capacity or hope for reconciliation and peace. The church is called to decisively and directly 
counter these acts and engender and empower a ‘perfect love that casts out all fear.’ (I John 
4:18, NVSV) Through intentional action we can ‘overcome evil with good.’ (Romans 12:21, 
NRSV) 

It is incumbent upon the bearers of this vision of a beloved community to do whatever we 
can today to hasten the day of a just world with peace. This is our hope, our prayer and our 

commitment.”or 410-507-6746. 

 
 

ADVENT IS HERE! 

Advent is Here!  Our worship series is 
called “Colour My World.”  Jesus is the 
Light of the World – coming into our 
darkness. Isaiah prophesied – “The 
people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light!” As light intensifies, it brings 
out the colors once hidden.  To carry our 
metaphor through December, we’ll be 
inviting you to join the coloring fad with 
Advent related coloring posters and 
themes which point to the Light of Christ.  
Also - don’t forget to practice the tenents 
of the Advent Conspiracy this season – 
Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More, 
Love ALL.  Visit 
www.adventconspiracy.org to learn 
more.  Make Christmas less about 
consuming and more about producing – 
Love, Joy, Peace, and Hope.  Watch this 
video . . . http://bit.ly/2eKuh6c .  It’s time 
to conspire! 
 
Look for additional Advent Resources at 

our Advent conspiracy station  
in the Narthex. 

 

The CUMC Orchestra, under 

the direction of  Pey-Schuan 

Jian, will present a  concert 

in the sanctuary at 3:00pm 

on Dec. 7th. 

http://www.adventconspiracy.org
http://bit.ly/2eKuh6c


 

Cookie Monster says, “Thee are never too many cookies.” 
 

Help the UMW provide many cookies for the 3rd 
Annual Cookie Walk on Sat., Dec. 10th!  

See the flyer 

 

Through the generosity of our church, CDC, and community we were 

able to pack and send 276 shoeboxes this year!  Many children will be 

blessed around the world because of your help.  Thank you and we look 

forward to seeing you back next year!    

An Open Letter to the People 

of  Community 
From Pastor Stan Cardwell 

November 16, 2016 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Community, 
 
The recent racial threats and harassment surrounding the election have 
left me wondering what kind of response I should offer personally 
and, likewise, the response this church should offer to our community. 
Hateful and abusive words and actions surrounding immigrants – both 
legal and undocumented, people of color, Muslims, women and young 
girls, and persons from the LGBT community, have me prayerfully 
considering what will be my witness and our church’s witness at such 
times. 
 
I share my concerns not to be political or make a political statement. 
This is not about who voted for whom, or to place blame but to 
acknowledge that our country is deeply fractured and that persons 
without power are fearful. The Church must stand in the gap for the 
poor and powerless. God has made it clear that he is on the side of the 
oppressed and that He invites us to join him in His Kingdom work to 
offer an alternative to hate and violence – to offer hospitality and safe-
ty. 
 
What really grieved my soul was to hear that at a United Methodist 
sponsored retreat in North Carolina, a retreat for young people both 
white and of color, a few retreatants wrote abusive comments to His-
panics attending the retreat. In response, the Hispanic/Latino Commit-
tee of the North Carolina Conference responded with a letter calling 
for action of which I partially quote below . . . 
 
“God is with the immigrant, the alien, and the one who suffers. Our 
Lord says, ‘When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not 
oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the 
citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were 

aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your 
God.’ (Leviticus 19:33-34). 
 
This is a time that demands proof of our Christian Disciple-
ship for the transformation of the world, a time to stand 
with those whom Jesus calls the Least of These his sisters 
and brothers (Matthew 25:31-46).” 
 
This week, I brought forward to your leadership, the Church 
Council, this story and letter, and asked if we could not be a 
witness for any in our community who are fearful. There 
was consensus that we should state on our church sign that 
our church is a safe place – a simple statement to let our 
community know that we offer sacred space to those who 
are fearful of emotional, physical or spiritual violence. 
But the Council also wanted your voice to be heard in this 
decision – that we all take ownership on our way forward – 
to share your affirmations, questions and concerns. So this 
letter in an open invitation for you to prayerfully share how 
God might direct our way forward. 
 
If the Spirit affirms this witness, we also thought that you 
might want to participate on a personal level. There are yard 
signs that read in English, Arabic and Spanish “No matter 
where you are from, we are glad you are our neighbor.” If 
there is enough interest, the church would order these as 
your personal witness to your neighbors. 
 
Let me say again, the Kingdom’s realm is not with either 
political party or in seeking power through political means. 
We affirm that people of faith can differ on the decisions 
they make in the voting booth. But now that those votes are 
counted, it is time for our church to do what God calls the 
church to do – to love Jesus through ministry to the least of 
these. 
 
Please write me a note or send an email. I am looking for-
ward to hearing your voices. An active, honest conversation 
is taking place on The City at 
https://cumc.onthecity.org. 
 




